THE LORELEY – a german myth
reveals its secret
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With the redesign of the Loreley Plateau since 2019, the Loreley Rock invites guests
from all over the world to visit the new Culture and Landscape Park.
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With this text we would like to give our guests an understanding of the development of
the redesign, which will also be the prologue to the Federal Garden Show 2029.
We also respond to the planning of a 2nd construction phase, which deals with the
realization of an exhibition concept at the 4 „Mythical Places“, as well as in the „Myth
Room“. The plans for the 2nd construction phase, which is to be realized from 2021,
are presented below in red.
At the main entrance to the Culture and Landscape Park you will find the former
gymnastics and youth center on the left-hand side. In order to implement the landscape
architectural concept, a partial deconstruction of the building had to be carried out in the
1st construction phase. Until its demolition, the extension of the historic main building
stood where today the „Direct Path“ leads to the top of the rock.

Former gymnastic and youth center after the partial deconstruction
The character of the original hostel will be preserved when the building is soon
converted into a restaurant. In the entrance area, guests will also find a shop with
regional products. Completion is scheduled for 2021.
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Visualization of the restaurant at the main entrance/Direct Path to the Culture and
Landscape Park
We are often asked about the materiality of the pole lights along the „Direct Path“. This
is Corten steel, a building material that is often used in listed buildings, such as the
staircase to the neighboring Open-Air stage. There, by covering the stairs with a Corten
steel staircase, the listed stone staircase could be preserved. The new staircase now
meets the current requirements of an escape route.
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On the surface of all components made of Corten steel in the Culture and Landscape
Park, weathering forms a dense barrier layer under the upper layer of rust. The steel
core is thus protected from penetrating rust. The natural colouring of the material picks
up the colours of the paving and the natural shades of the vegetation.

Railings and lights in Corten steel. In the valley the town St. Goarshausen.
After a few meters on the „Direct Path“, our guests reach the rear area of the future
restaurant via a short staircase.
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This is where the „Myth Trail“ begins. There, visitors will find numerous opportunities
to linger. Take your time to see how the meadows and perennials, which were planted
in autumn 2018, have changed after their initial planting. The basic concept of the
planning follows the idea of returning the landscape around the rock to its original state.
It is expected that the sowing will restore the original state in the long term and thus
create a species-rich plant world. The remaining tree population, some of which are
over 100 years old, gives the Culture and Landscape Park a new face in every season
and makes further visits very interesting.
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If you are lucky, you may see Wall and Emerald lizards along the way, which have
found a new home in the rocks between Hawthorne and the Loreley-Rose.

But the new Culture and Landscape Park does not only offer this species a protected
habitat. The number and diversity of insects in Germany is also shrinking dramatically.
Weeds are important forage plants for many "crawling animals". As a result of
intensified agriculture, insects find less and less food and breeding grounds. The
extensive meadow areas in the Culture and Landscape Park Loreley serve as a
species-protecting measure without the use of pesticides. This also helps to halt the
loss of birds. Because in the ecosystem, insects are an important food source for these
animals.
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Roman snail, insects and other "crawling animals" at work.
The „Myth Trail“ connects the 4 Mythical Places in the Landscape Park (M1 - M4).
You will recognize these places by their pentagonal shape. They are currently still
graveled areas, which were prepared as exhibition areas for the 2nd construction
phase. The draft of the exhibition concept will be presented to you briefly using an
example:
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The presentation of the themes in the Culture and Landscape Park will take place at
the four „Mythical Places“. These are represented by differently designed „Listening
Rocks“, which fit harmoniously into the Culture and Landscape Park. In terms of
Design, the rock in its materiality and form is placed in the center of attention. As
content different topics around the myth Loreley will be communicated. Each „Listening
Rock“ is dedicated to a different theme and offers an audio track in different languages
in addition to a corresponding headline and an explanatory text. The rocks are to be
explored in a playful and multi-sensory way.
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A unique cultural landscape awaits the visitors on their further tour. Whether you take
a leisurely walk along the „Myth Trail“ towards the rocky peak or choose the direct
access via the „Direct Path“. You will always reach the 6 viewpoints in the park (A1
- A6). There you can enjoy spectacular views of the canyon-like Rhine Valley.

The "Rhine Canyon" with view of the Loreley Rock (right).

However, the Rhenish slate mountains are also home to the greywacke. A rock which
was used for the laying of the „Myth Trail“.
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The Loreley-Rose at the „Myth Trail“ made of greywacke.

On the „Direct Path“, familiar things can be discovered anew. The installation "Signs
and Legends" was relocated along the path and offers insights into the background of
the Loreley myth. The Loreley Rock itself is the protagonist and tells stories about the
Loreley. The booklet on the pictograms is available at the Tourist Information in the
Visitor Center.

The "Flaming Heart" at the end of the „Direct Path“ at the top of the Rock.
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The „Direct Path“ in particular makes clear that a great deal of attention was paid to
accessibility during the redesign of the Loreley Plateau. The guidance systems not only
help blind people to find their way, but also guests with low vision can orientate
themselves thanks to the high-contrast tactile plates in black and white.
The well-developed „Direct Path“ also allows the implementation of special events
with a very high number of visitors, such as "Rheinleuchten" (an illumination event).

Rheinleuchten 2019
The width of the „Direct Path“ leads many observers to suspect that this development
does not correspond to the sense of a low sealing of landscape space. However, it
must be noted that during the total reconstruction a street, a large parking lot, a hotel,
a sports hall, a residential building and several outbuildings were demolished. The
infrastructure of the plateau was first dismantled before its redesign. And only where
touristic development was necessary a new path system and infrastructure was
provided. Measured by the total volume, 14.4% of the previously sealed area was
returned to nature.
For reasons of nature conservation, a restrained use of artificial light sources is also
considered as an important factor in the lighting concept. At the same time, this is
intended to underline the emphasis on the natural environment.
For this reason, only indirect lighting was used for the main paths. At the side path,
floor lights with insect-friendly illuminants are used to ensure traffic safety.
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Where there used to be a parking lot, poppies bloom in spring.
The deconstruction of buildings and paved areas and the restoration of the original
state of the landscape was a major goal of the redesign. The planting measures
represent a part of the future ecological succession. The areas that are not mowed
regularly will be covered with natural vegetation consisting of tree seedlings, bushes,
wild shrubs and grasses. Wild vegetation is part of the concept. The vegetation areas
are not intensively maintained. Meagre meadows suffer less from summer heat than
lawns.
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Flowering meadows shortly after the opening of the Culture and Landscape Park.
At the point where the „Myth Trail“ and the „Direct Path“ meet for the last time, a
narrow crevice leads to the top of the rock. One wall of the “Crevice” consists of rugged
rock (greywacke and slate).

On the opposite side is the „Myth Room“, which is modelled into the landscape
(interior work in the 2nd construction phase). The exhibition room is only recognizable
by its outer natural stone façade. In the dark, the rock crevice becomes a special eyecatcher through the use of a light band.
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Myth Room at night
Geomorphology has thus shaped the external design of the „Myth Room“ as well as
the materiality of its wall surface. Even during the production phase, enthusiastic
observers described this staging as a unique laying pattern that emphasizes the clarity
of the entire landscape architecture.

Left the natural rock face, right the Myth Room with its natural stone facade
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Young and old discoverers will find numerous fossil inclusions on the natural stone
wall with ever-changing patterns that stimulate the imagination.
But what secret does the „Myth Room“ hold?
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The future entrance lets you guess what will happen in the 2nd construction phase.
Myth Room and Glass Rock
At the center of the exhibition space is an installation that visualizes the myth of the
rock and allows visitors to experience it emotionally:
A rock grows out of the floor, splitting towards the ceiling and dissolving into a glass
rock.
The solid rock reveals its secrets, which are thematized in the surrounding
exhibition space.
A projection and an audio track bring the rock to life. The structure of the room and
the terraced seating areas invite visitors to move towards the rock, to touch it, to
observe and linger.
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The spatial experience is enhanced by a stone sculpture that extends from the floor to
the top of the Glass Rock. The sculpture will be used as a mediation module for 7
themes related to the Loreley, in addition to the walls of the room. The sculpture, which
rises from a rock and dissolves, pierces through the open ceiling and is "captured" by
the roof construction in the form of a Glass Rock.
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Visualization of the Glass Rock
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When leaving the “Crevice”, the visitor is likely to experience the feeling that some
skipper on the Rhine still feels today when he has left the narrowest and deepest part
of the river behind him. Here, at river kilometer 555, almost 194 meters above the
Rhine, one has reached the place of longing of people from all over the world. The
fantastic view of vine-covered valley slopes, the towns of St. Goar and St.
Goarshausen lying on the narrow Rhine bank, and the castles lined up on rocky
outcrops have had a lasting influence on the concept of Rhine romanticism.

Marvelous viewpoint
Legendary is also the famous Loreley Echo, which is said to have once resounded
seven times through the valley. The echo has not been heard for many decades.
Among other things, the traffic route along the Rhine led to the loss of the echo.
Today it is exciting to observe this traffic route from the 6 viewpoints (A1 - A6) of the
Loreley. Like in a miniature world the viewer stands above the scenery. Information
modules on these and other topics will be installed on the railings of the viewpoints in
the 2nd construction phase.
Particularly impressive are the navigational skills of the skippers, who guide their boats
along the meandering course of the river between the high rock faces.
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Ladies who would like to become a Loreley themselves can take a seat on the "Seat
of the Loreley". Your picture in front of this fascinating view is guaranteed to be
appreciated worldwide.

The "Seat of the Loreley"
The famous Loreley statue can be found on the top of the pier at the foot of the Loreley
Rock. You can walk to the bronze statue from the entrance of the Culture and
Landscape Park in 30 minutes. For this purpose, you use the signposted stairway.
There is a car park directly at the harbor area on the B 42 main road, from where you
can walk to the statue in about 10 minutes.
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At the latest with the completion of the 2nd construction phase, a Loreley figure will
also be found in the Culture and Landscape Park. The legends and fairy tales
surrounding the Loreley are known worldwide. Within the scope of the redesign, this
motif was deliberately not placed in the foreground in the 1st construction phase, in
order to give nature more space. Nevertheless, the myth is always present. The newly
created Culture and Landscape Park invites you to follow the cultural history and the
myth of the Loreley.
If you want to learn more about the Loreley, you should also visit the exhibition in the
visitor center. There you can go on a time travel through the history of this cultural
landscape. Discover everything worth knowing about the myth of the Loreley, about
viticulture, the extraordinary flora and fauna, geology, Rhine navigation and much
more.
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The 3-D film experience with impressions of the Middle Rhine Valley, as well as various
events will round off the visit.

The Visitor Centre also houses the restaurant/bistro "Am mythischen Fels", where
guests are welcomed with regional cuisine and take-away products from the region.
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With the "Panorama Terraces" we offer you one of the most beautifully situated beer
gardens in Germany. Here you will also find another Loreley statue.
The new playground at the Summer Toboggan Run „Loreley Bob“ was opened for
the 2019 season. Here not only little guests will experience an unforgettable day.

The car park on the Loreley is also an excellent starting point for long and short trips
on the Rheinsteig hiking trail. The team of the Loreley Touristik will be happy to
advise you at the Tourist Information in the Visitor Centre. There you will receive all
the information you need for your stay in the World Heritage Region.

(Text and Pictures without caption Copyright: A. Schaust/VG Loreley)
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